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Under the Los Angeles County zoning code, the Department of Regional 

Planning (“Department”) may grant only a single one-year extension to the life of an oak 

tree permit before it expires for lack of use. Until recently, however, the Department 

often granted multiple extensions in violation of the county code.  

Property owners in the Santa Monica Mountains Coastal Zone have been 

particularly affected by no longer being able to get multiple extensions because they 

must receive a coastal development permit from the California Coastal Commission 

before they can use their oak tree permit. As a result of the lengthy delays that property 

owners currently face during Coastal Commission and other regulatory agency review, it 

is extremely difficult for a property owner of even one single-family parcel to finish the 

permitting process during the three year period (including the extension) that an oak 

tree permit normally lasts.  

My office was recently contacted by two such property owners whose extension 

requests were recently denied. In both of their cases, the Department estimated that the 

actual cost of processing their oak tree permits was only $858 since most of the 

relevant information had already been obtained and staff analysis had already been 

conducted. Nevertheless, both property owners were being asked to pay the full $5,546 
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oak tree permit fee.  

Forcing these property owners to pay the full permit fee despite the fact that this 

fee would exceed the actual cost to the Department of processing their permit by $4,688 

is profoundly unfair. The county should rectify this inequity by waiving the difference in 

permitting fees between the actual cost to the Department and the officially listed fee, 

particularly since these property owners had no prior warning that they would be unable 

to obtain extensions of their permits as they had previously been able to do.  

I, THEREFORE, MOVE that the Board of Supervisors waive the difference 

between the $5,546 listed fee and the actual cost to the Department of processing that 

permit for any oak tree permits that are filed between July 1, 2009 and December 31, 

2009 that replace an expired (or expiring) oak tree permit, do not change the scope of 

the proposed development, and relate to an application for only one single-family 

home—new or existing—In the Santa Monica Mountains Coastal Zone.  

I FURTHER MOVE that the Department publicize the fact that they no longer 

grant multiple extensions of oak tree permits so that property owners can anticipate and 

budget for any additional expenses that may be incurred for all new or replacement oak 

tree permits that are applied for on or after January 1, 2010. 
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